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disposal of the non-violent person is always greater than he
would have if he was violent."112- Besides, "There is* no time
limit for the satyagrahi, nor is there a limit to his capacity for
suffering. . . .The so-called defeat may be the dawn of victory.
It may be the agony of birth. . . .The hardest heart and the
grossest ignorance must disappear before the rising sun of
suffering without anger and without malice/'113 Again, "Non-
violence has no limits. If a particular dose does not seem to
answer, more should be administered. It is a never-failing
remedy.""4

Non-violence, however, is not a cloistered virtue confined
to the hermit and the cave-dweller. Being soul-force, it is capable
if being practised equally by all, children, young men and
jvomen, and grown-up people, by individuals as well as groups.
Even the masses can practise non-violence, "not with full know-
edge of its implications, but because it is the law of our
species."115

Truth and non-violence are no new ideals. They are eternal
aws of life preached in various countries for thousands of years.
But these ideals lacked that vitality, fulness of meaning and
aniversality of application which they possess today. They had
:ome to be regarded as cloistered virtues, the almost exclusive
preserve of the ascetic or else a mere mask for the weak and
;he coward. They were conceded as correct ideals but dismissed
as being impracticable in the rough and tumble of life. Un-
:ompromising truth, it was held, has no place in trade and com-
nerce, in professions like law and specially in politics.
Similarly non-violence too was seldom regarded, even after the
Tiinistries of the Buddha and the Christ, as an adequate method
)f resolving all kinds of conflicts and of organizing society and
-egulating individual and group relations. Its use was confined
nostly to isolated individuals and small groups.

Gandhiji has restated and reinterpreted these fundamental
aws in terms of modern life. He has experimented with them
MI a larger scale than any one else and applied them in his ori-
ginal way practically to every aspect of life. For applying them
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